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Uniform 
The standard of uniform for students has been exemplary and has done much to maintain the excellent 

reputation of the college.  All students should be in full uniform each day and it should be worn with 

pride.  Please note only school scarves are permitted. Girls must observe the rule of ‘no make-up’ and 

all students must ensure that hairstyles and jewellery meet with the Code of Conduct. 

 

Behaviour in our college and community 
Students are expected to be well mannered and respectful towards all members of the college 

community at all times.  We monitor behaviour through the use of an electronic conduct log.  Whilst the 

majority of our students are mannerly and courteous we unfortunately have had several complaints 

about students’ behaviour during the period before and after the school day.  These misbehaviours are 

happening when students travel on buses to and from college and in Magherafelt town, in particular in 

the grounds of Meadowlane Shopping Centre, Translink Bus Station and the Greenvale Leisure Centre. 

 

I would ask you to impress upon your child the need for full co-operation and best behaviour at all 

times.  Please ensure that your child arrives in school before 8.55 am and does not remain in the town 

centre after the school day in his/her school uniform. Permission may be granted for any student who 

wishes to stay behind (for an appointment, etc.) by contacting the college.  Those who stay behind for 

extra-curricular activities have already been given permission. 

 

Nut Allergy 
A number of our students suffer from severe nut allergies and may have a severe reaction which could 

prove fatal if they come in contact with nuts.  Consequently, I would ask that no nuts or nut products are 

brought into the college. 

  

Attendance 
Regular school attendance is crucial in raising standards in education and ensuring that every child can 

have full access to the school curriculum and reach their potential. St Pius X College will strive to 

promote an ethos and culture which encourages good attendance and where each pupil will feel valued 

and secure. It is essential that all students appreciate that full attendance and punctuality are vital if they 

are to reach their full potential. All students are expected to be punctual in the morning (8.55am) and for 

all classes and to attend college every day (Attendance Target is 95%).  Students will be marked 

absent for the morning session if they arrive in school after 10.00 am.  In the case of a student being 

absent, parents are asked to ring the college on the first day of absence with a reason.  If the school is 

not informed, the College Parent Call System will automatically make contact to ensure a reason for 

absence.  In the case of long term absence, a Medical Certificate may be required. 

To maintain a high level of student attendance I would ask that family holidays are not taken 

during term time.  

A copy of the College’s Pupil Attendance policy is available on request or can be viewed on the college 

website. 

 

Medical and Dental appointments  
Please ensure that all appointments, except Hospital and Orthodontic, are made out of school hours as 

these count as a half or full day’s absence.  An appointment card should accompany the request for 

permission. 

 

College Fund 
The voluntary contribution to the college fund is £50.00 per student for the 2017/2018 academic year.  

This is an essential source of funding which supports your child’s learning needs throughout the year 

and we welcome your support.  To facilitate this contribution, we can accept this payment in 

instalments. 

 

 



Safeguarding and Child Protection 
We are committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe environment for all our students so they can 

achieve their potential.  We all have a responsibility, in whatever way we can, to protect and maintain 

such an environment.  The following policies and structures are available on our college website and are 

designed to minimise risks; Safeguarding & Child Protection, Anti-Bullying, E-Safety, Pastoral Care & 

Positive Behaviour Management and the college Code of Conduct. A Safeguarding & Child 

Protection leaflet is enclosed outlining guidance procedures. If you have any child protection 

concerns, please discuss these with any of our designated staff identified below. 
 

The designated teachers for child protection are: 

Ms J Bartley - Principal Mrs E Toner - Vice-Principal Mr J Mulholland - Vice-Principal 

 

The deputy designated teachers for child protection are:  

Mrs I McCann - Key Stage 3  Mrs C Bell - Key Stage 4   
 

At any time, you can call the following numbers for advice and support:  

NSPCC 

0808 800 5000 

Childline 

0800 1111 

Life Line 

0808 808 8000 

Familyworks 

028 9182 0341 
 

Familyworks Counselling 
Counselling provides a private and confidential setting to discuss students’ problems or difficulties.  To 

support the pastoral needs of our students ‘Familyworks Schools Counselling Service’ will provide a 

counselling service to students who may be in need of support.  The counsellor, Mrs Marietta Duffin, 

will listen carefully to them and can begin to understand their difficulties and help them to see things 

more clearly. Any teacher or parent/guardian may refer a student to our college counselling service or 

students can self-refer through a post box system in our college.  Parents should note that this service 

will remain confidential except in circumstances where a student may be at risk from harm.  The 

counsellor is available every Thursday in our pastoral office.  
 

E-Safety – Pupil Safety On-line 
E-Safety is the responsibility of the whole college community and everyone has their part to play.  We 

seek parents’/guardians’ help and support in promoting our e-Safety policy.  As all students are 

increasingly accessing social networking websites such as Facebook and using the Internet, it is 

important that you as parents/guardians recognise the potential risks including cyber bullying.  We ask 

you to discuss e-Safety concerns with your child and encourage him/her to behave safely and 

responsibly when using technology. Our college website offers a link to CEOP which provides advice 

and support for children who receive uninvited/unwelcome attention or are presented with inappropriate 

materials as a result of their use of the new technologies.  All ICT facilities are secure and are monitored 

effectively using Securus software by the college and C2k.  A Pupil “Safety On-line” leaflet and 

“Sexting And The Law” leaflet are enclosed outlining guidance procedures and useful Web Links. 

Any misuse of digital technology (internet, social networking and picture/video sharing websites) to any 

member of the college community will not be tolerated.  It will be regarded as a grave disciplinary 

matter and will result in a severe sanction. 
 

Digital Devices - Mobile phone use in school 
For Safeguarding and Child Protection reasons, pupils are permitted to bring mobile phones into school. 

For these same reasons, pupils may not use mobile phones in the course of the school day without the 

explicit permission of staff. Mobile phones must be switched off at all times during the school day 

within the college grounds – from entry onto school premises until after 3.30pm and including both 

break and lunch times. St Pius X College does not accept responsibility for damage to, nor loss of, a 

mobile phone regardless of the circumstance. Under no circumstances is any student permitted to take a 

photo/video/sound recording on the school premises. Any student found to be up-loading recordings to 

the internet depicting the College brand, or involving pupils in school uniform, will be the subject of a 

disciplinary enquiry and serious disciplinary sanctions.  The use of mobile telephones is strictly 

prohibited in the examination hall. This means switched off and handed to the invigilator. According to 

exam regulations, if students are found with mobile phones they run the risk of being disqualified from 

public examinations. 



Assessment 
The college’s assessment/reporting system is designed to promote confidence in students while 

challenging them to realise their full potential.  Continuous monitoring (CM) and target setting is a key 

element of our assessment structure.  All students have an ‘Individual Target Setting Card’ inserted 

in their Homework Diary.  This will have targets for each subject area and CM grades will also be 

recorded. We encourage you to check this regularly in order to gain an insight into your child’s 

progress.  You will also be informed of your child’s progress through his/her school report and you will 

have an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress at parent/teacher meetings.   

 

Homework Diary / Calendar 
All pupils have a homework diary which includes important information for your attention. 

The calendar for the year can be found in your child’s homework diary.  You will be informed in 

advance of any changes to these dates.   

 

Homework & ICT Club 
To support our students’ learning we operate a homework & ICT club every Monday and Wednesday 

after school from 3.30 pm – 4.30 pm.  This facility will be supervised by college staff and pupils will 

have access to our IT learning suite.   

 

Parental/Guardian Contacting the College 
We appreciate the continued support of parents/guardians in helping us ensure that all pupils have a 

positive educational experience.  The ethos of St Pius X College has always been a welcoming one for 

all members of our very supportive school community. While recognising the importance of such an 

ethos, the Governors and Management of the school must comply with a range of legal and insurance 

requirements including child protection and duty of care for the health, safety and welfare of all staff 

and pupils.  Parents who wish to discuss any aspect of their child’s education are most welcome to meet 

with the appropriate member of staff. It is important to reaffirm the school’s policy that such meetings 

must be arranged in advance by contacting the school and agreeing a suitable date and time. You will be 

asked to provide a reason and a contact number.  The relevant staff member will then contact you by 

telephone to discuss the matter or arrange an appointment, if necessary. In raising an issue, it is 

important that both staff and parents work together for the benefit of your child.  Please treat all staff as 

professionals, in a non-threatening manner and with respect and courtesy. Please appreciate that 

teaching and learning in our college is a priority and that every effort will be made by staff to contact 

you as soon as possible.   

 

Data Collection 
It is the responsibility of the Parent/Guardian to inform the college if there are any changes to current 

contact details regarding home address, telephone numbers, e-mail etc. 

 

College Policies 
 

The following policies and structures are designed to minimise risks; Safeguarding & Child Protection, 

Anti-Bullying, Acceptable Use of a Mobile Phone, E-safety, Drugs Education, Pastoral Care & Positive 

Behaviour Management and the College Code of Conduct.  A copy of these safeguarding policies and 

other school policies are available on request or they can be viewed on the College Website. 

 

New Revised College Website 

 
We are happy to announce that we have launched our new College Website.   We encourage 

parents/guardians to visit the college website on a regular basis.  It contains pastoral and curriculum 

information to support teaching and learning.  It also contains college policies, student work and other 

important information.  It is regularly updated and is a key communication tool.  

 

The College Website address is:   www.stpiusxcollege.org 


